
 

    Vol. 5, Issue II 
 
 
 

 

AGRICULTURE 

OUTLOOK 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

           PLANNING & RESEARCH DEPARTMENT 

ZARAI TARAQIATI BANK LIMITED  

HEAD OFFICE, ISLAMABAD. 



 

2 | P a g e  
 

 

Contents 
 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY.......................................................................................................................... 3 

CURRENT CROP SITUATION.................................................................................................................. 4 

Wheat ................................................................................................................................................. 4 

Sugarcane ............................................................................................................................................ 4 

Cotton ................................................................................................................................................. 4 

Oilseed ................................................................................................................................................ 7 

Lentil ................................................................................................................................................... 7 

Horticulture ......................................................................................................................................... 8 

Marketing of Crops .............................................................................................................................. 8 

AGRI TRADE SITUATION ....................................................................................................................... 9 

WEATHER OUTLOOK ........................................................................................................................... 10 

MOISTURE REGIME ............................................................................................................................. 11 

DROUGHT SITUATION......................................................................................................................... 11 

WATER SITUATION.............................................................................................................................. 11 

FERTILIZER OFF-TAKE SITUATION ...................................................................................................... 12 

CROP CALENDER ................................................................................................................................. 14 

ESSENTIAL AGRI COMMODITIES PRICES  .......................................................................................... 19 

NEWS AND TRENDS  ........................................................................................................................... 20 

FARMER’S ADVISORY .......................................................................................................................... 21 

 

 



 

3 | P a g e  
 

   

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

 

Picking/harvesting/crushing of sugarcane, seasonal vegetables and fruit especially citrus and apple 
were the major field activities in most of the agricultural plains of the country during the month. 
Irrigation as per requirement and availability was provided.  

Normal to below normal minimum temperature is expected all over the country except GB and 

Kashmir.  Daily mean temperatures are likely to increase by 5 to 7°C gradually during this month 

over the most parts of the country. 

During kharif season 2019, the availability of canal water in Punjab improved considerably as 

compared to the last kharif season. In Sindh, canal water availability remained similar to the last 
season, as well as the 10-year average for the province. However, the overall water availability in the 

province improved due to ample rainfall, which helped alleviate the drought-like condition observed 
last year. Still, some shortage of irrigation water was recorded during the important stages of the 
cotton crop’s development, which contributed to depressed yields in the province. 

During Rabi 2019-20, urea consumption is estimated around 2,956 thousand tonnes against 3,033 

thousand tonnes in previous season showing a decrease of about 2.6 percent over Rabi 2018-19. 

DAP off-take is expected to increase by 16.4 percent over Rabi 2019-20. The total off-take of all 

fertilizers in the previous year Rabi season was 4,241 thousand against 4,410 thousand tones 

estimation for forthcoming Rabi 2019-20 with 3.8 percent forecasted increment.   
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According to State Bank of Pakistan’s First Quarterly Report for FY20, The major kharif crops 

presented a mixed picture during Q1-FY20, based on preliminary estimates. The outcomes for the 

rice and maize crops were broadly favorable. However, the revised estimate for cotton crop was 

below the annual target as well as last year’s level. In addition, early estimates of a 3.8 percent decline 

in the area under cultivation for sugarcane crop suggest that its performance may remain subdued. 

On overall basis, there are accentuated downside risks in reaching the targeted growth of 3.5 percent 

for agriculture during FY20, particularly given the gradually declining yields of almost all major 

crops. 

CURRENT CROP SITUATION 

1. Wheat Crop 

In Punjab, wheat crop is reported at tillering/shooting stages. In Sindh, Condition of wheat crop is 

reported satisfactory and the crop is at heading/ flowering stage. In Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, the crop 

is growing at shooting/heading stage.  

ECC of the Cabinet has allowed 0.30 million tons of wheat through private sector withdrawing 

regulatory Duty @ 60% to the extent of said quantity on the import specification of wheat, notified 

in the Gazette of Pakistan on 14-11-2008. No import of wheat will be allowed after 31st March, 

2020, when domestic produce will be available. ECC has also directed the ministry of National food 

security & research to suggest ways to remove other taxes on the import of wheat, in consultation 

with stakeholders and submit the report thereof, to the ECC for consideration. 

The Government of Pakistan has set the wheat production target at a 27 million metric tons (MMT) 

for the 2019 Rabi (winter) crop that will be harvested in April and May of 2020. According to this 

target, the Punjab region is expected to produce 19.66 million tons, Sindh, 3.8 million tons, Khyber 

Pakhtunkhwa, 2.57 million tons, and Baluchistan, one million tons. Wheat area is not expected to 

change significantly from last year. Good spells of rain across the wheat producing areas in 

November and December helped in the sowing and germination of the wheat crop. 

2. Sugarcane 

In sindh, Crushing of sugarcane is in full swing and very good yield is expected in the areas which 

are not affected by floods. In KP, crushing of sugarcane crop is in progress and very good yield is 

reported. 

3. Cotton 

In lower Sindh the sowing season of cotton will be initiated in the last days of February and partially 

started from middle of March.  
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In the local cotton market during the last week due to the cautious buying of textile mills and due to 

the demand of high rate of good quality cotton by the ginners the trading volume remained low. 

Overall the rate of cotton remained stable. 

In Sindh, the rate of cotton is in between Rs 7000 to Rs 9200 per maund. While the rate of Phutti 

which is available in very limited quantity is in between Rs 2800 to Rs 4100 per 40 Kg. In Punjab the 

rate of cotton is in between Rs 7600 to Rs 9300 per maund while the rate of Phutti is in between Rs 

2800 to Rs 4500 per 40Kg. 

Target for the area under cotton for the year 2019-20 as fixed by FCA was 2895 thousand hectares 

and production target was 13,440 thousand bales. The target of crop area and production could not 

be achieved.  

Targets and estimated Achievement of Area, Production and Yield of Cotton: 2019-20  

Province 

Area under Production (000 hectares) Production(000 bales) 

Target Achievement* 
Deviation 

(%) 
Target Achievement* 

Deviation 
(%) 

Pakistan 2895 2697.015 -6.838 13440.2 12720 -24.108 

Punjab 2145 2044 -4.7086 8640 6200 -28.240 

Sindh 640 615 -3.9062 4600 3900 -15.217 

KP  10 0.1 -99 200 100 -50 

Balochsitan 100 37.915 -62.085    

*Provisional, 1 bale=170 kg approx. 
Source: FCA 

 

This year cotton target could not be achieved due to competitiveness of other crops like sugarcane, 

maize and rice. The Government facilitated PB Ropes for the management of Pink Ball Worm but 

the weather conditions provided conducive environment for Pink Ball Worm in some areas where 

farmers were unable to use PB Ropes insecticides because of high cost.  

In the month of July and August 2019, international cotton prices dropped down and affected local 

prices. Lower cotton prices resulted in reduced investments on management of cotton like pest icide 

and fertilizers.  
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4. Oilseed 

In Punjab, the growth of oilseed crop (Mustard) is reported satisfactory and the crop is at pod 

formation while the mid and late sown crop is at flowering stage.  

In Sindh, condition of oil seed crops is reported satisfactory. Castor oil and Jatropha crops are 

growing satisfactory at capsule formation stage. Rape mustard is at pod formation stage, Safflower 

and Linseed are at vegetative stage and sunflower at early germination stage.  

In KP, The growth of oil seed crops including newly introduced bio-fuel crop Jatropha is reported 

satisfactory. 

 

Production Plan for Oilseed 2019-20: 

 

5. Lentil 

In Punjab, growth and development of Gram crop has been reported satisfactory. The early sown 

crop is attaining flowering stage. Sowing of Masoor crop has been completed. 

 

 

 

Crop Province 

Proposed Targets ( 2019-20) 

Area(000 ha) 
Production 

(000 tonnes) 
Yield (kg/ha) 

Canola Punjab 17.6 29.7 1685 

Sindh 2.85 3.43 1206 

KP 0.44 0.30 622 

Balochsitan 2.2 1.4 676 

Pakistan 23 35  

Sunflower Punjab 30 59.43 1981 

Sindh 75 77 1028 

KP 1.2 1.9 1598 

Balochsitan 2.1 3.1 1500 

Pakistan 108 141  

Mustard Punjab 176 257 1456 

Sindh 46 48 1056 

KP 12 5.47 468 

Balochsitan 15 11 753 

Pakistan 249 322  
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6. Horticulture 

Germination/growth of the crop is reported satisfactory. Harvesting/picking of winter vegetables 

and fruit (citrus) is in progress and very good yield has obtained this year.  

In Sindh, seasonal fruits like Guava, Banana, Cheeko (Kiwi Fruit) are in good condition. Cheeko and 

apple stone (Bare) are at fruit formation stage. Picking / harvesting of winter vegetables is in 

progress and good yield is being obtained. 

In KP, harvesting of winter vegetables is in progress and these are available in the market. Growth 

of orchard is satisfactory and good yield of citrus has been reported. 

In Baluchistan, condition of standing crops and orchards is reported satisfactory. All varieties of 

apples have developed colour and picking of the fruit is in progress. Yield of winter vegetables are 

reported well and these are available in the market. However, most of the crops/orchids have been 

affected by locust attack in the south and central regions. 

In Gilgit-Baltistan, most of the agricultural activities have been suspended due to the extreme winter 

season in the area. 

 

MARKETING OF CROPS 

 

Crop Marketing 

Onion It is grown in all four provinces and remained available in market whole year. 
Nowadays, onion is being supplied from Sindh Province to other parts of the country.   

Potato It is also grown in all provinces and is being supplied from Punjab province 

Tomato It is also grown in all provinces and is being supplied from Sindh Province.  

Red 

Chili 

It is mostly grown in Southern Punjab and Sindh. Nowadays, chili is being supplied in 

markets from Sindh province. 

Source: Agriculture Marketing Roundup, Gov. of Punjab 
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AGRI TRADE SITUATION 

EXPORTS: 

 
P: Provisional, R: Revised  

Source: http://www.sbp.gov.pk/ 

Imports: 

 
P: Provisional, R: Revised  

Source: http://www.sbp.gov.pk/ 

 

http://www.sbp.gov.pk/
http://www.sbp.gov.pk/
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WEATHER OUTLOOK 

 

SYNOPTIC SITUATION: The global SST 

forecast shows mainly neutral ENSO conditions 

during the forecast season. A somewhat positive 

Indian Ocean Dipole is forecasted by Global 

Climate Models. The MJO is likely to remain in 

neutral phase during the 1st half of February 

2020. This situation will favor dry weather in 

most parts of the country during the month of 

Feb. 2020. On the basis of above discussed 

global atmospheric and oceanic conditions, 

following are the main features of weather 

outlook in February 2020: 

 1. Precipitation: Slightly above normal 

precipitation is expected in southern half while 

normal to slightly below normal over northern 

half of the country.  Two to three western 

disturbances are likely to approach after mid-

February, which may cause light to moderate 

rainfall at scattered places of southern and 

southwestern, central and northern parts of the 

country.  Third and fourth weeks are predicted 

to be wetter as compared to rest of the days of the month.  The snowfall is also likely to occur over 

High Mountain in north Balochistan, Kashmir and Northern areas of Pakistan.  

2. Temperature: Normal to below normal minimum temperature is expected all over the country 

except GB and Kashmir.  Daily mean temperatures are likely to increase by 5 to 7°C gradually 

during this month over the most parts of the country. 

3. Impact of Weather over different sectors:  

 Snowfall accumulation will still increase with low pace during the month. 

 Air pollution and fuel combustion induced smog intensity is likely to increase during the 

February in the upper Sindh and central parts of Punjab.   

 Due to the gradual rise in daily mean temperatures in the plain areas of Sindh, Balochistan 

and Punjab, there are almost no chances of frost occurrence. 

Source: http://nwfc.pmd.gov.pk 
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MOISTURE REGIME DURING JANUARY, 2020  

January is normally considered as a rainy month in winter season in the agricultural plains of the 

country. During this January normal to above normal rainfall reported in most agricultural plains of 

the country. The highest amount of rainfall was reported 223 mm at Malam Jabba followed by 198 

mm at Kalam, 177 mm at Balakot and Dir, 153mm at Muzaffarabad, and 144 mm at Rawalpindi. 

Number of rainy days recorded in agricultural plains of the country reached up to 9 days. Maximum 

number of rainy days was recorded at Skardu as 9 days followed by 7 days in Quetta and 6 days in 

Bagrote and Nokkundi. 

DROUGHT SITUATION 

Normal conditions are seen all over across the country. Wet conditions prevailed over some places 

in the northern parts of the country and few places in Balochistan and Sindh. During the first 

fortnight of January 2020, the rains in the agricultural plains of Khyber Pakhtunkhawa and Punjab 

gave relief to the fields. 

 

Source: http://nwfc.pmd.gov.pk 
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WATER SITUATION 

During kharif season 2019, the availability of canal water in Punjab improved considerably as 

compared to the last kharif season. In Sindh, canal water availability remained similar to the last 
season, as well as the 10-year average for the province. However, the overall water availability in the 

province improved due to ample rainfall, which helped alleviate the drought-like condition observed 
last year. Still, some shortage of irrigation water was recorded during the important stages of the 
cotton crop’s development, which contributed to depressed yields in the province. 

The monthly water requirement of wheat crop during February is given below: 

 

Anticipated Water Availability Position for Rabi 2019-20 

On average, 15% water shortage against average system usage is anticipated during the current Rabi 

season. 

Anticipated Water availability Position for Rabi 2019-20: 

Province 
Average System 

Usage (MAF) 

Estimated Water 
availability for current 

Rabi (MAF) 

Excess(+)/Less(-) than Average 
System Usage 

(MAF) (%) 

Punjab 19.935 16.933 -3.002 -15 

Sindh 15.042 12.779 -2.263 -15 

KP 0.706 0.706 0 0 

Balochsitan 1.027 1.027 0 0 

Paksitan 36.710 31.444 - - 
Sources: 1. Federal Committee on Agriculture 2.  Pakistan Meteorological Department. 

 

FERTILIZER SITUATION 

 

1. Fertilizer Off-take during Rabi 2019-20 (Estimated): Fertilizer off-take during Rabi 2019-20 is 

given below in the table. Urea consumption is estimated around 2,956 thousand tonnes against 3,033 
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thousand tonnes in previous season showing a decrease of about 2.6 percent over Rabi 2018-19. 

DAP off-take is expected to increase by 16.4 percent over Rabi 2019-20. The total off-take of all 

fertilizers in the previous year Rabi season was 4,241 thousand against 4,410 thousand tones 

estimation for forthcoming Rabi 2019-20 with 3.8 percent forecasted increment.  

Estimated Fertilizer off take during Rabi 2019-20 (Oct-March) 

(000 tonnes)  

Province Urea DAP TSP/MAP SOP/MOP Total 

Punjab 2,007 1034 21 22 3,084 

Sindh 727 277 5 7 1,016 

KP 136 52 2 2 192 

Balochistan 86 29 2 1 118 

Pakistan 2,956 1,392 30 32 4,410 

Rabi 2018-19 3,033 1,164 9 35 4,241 
Source: Federal Agriculture Committee 

2. Estimated Supply Demand Situation during Rabi 2019-20 

Rabi 2019-20 is expected to start with inventory of 523 thousand tonnes of urea. Total availability of 

urea will be 3,349 thousand tones comprising of 523 thousand tones of opening balance and 2,826 

thousand tones of domestic production. Urea off-take is expected to be around 3,956 thousand 

tones. Total availability of DAP will be 851 thousand tones against expected off-take of 1392 

thousand tones. Total availability of potash fertilizers (SOP/MOP) will be 36 thousand tones against 

expected off take of 32 thousand tones. Supply/Demand gap in DAP and SOP/MOP will be met 

by imports through private sector during Rabi 2019-20.  

Estimated Fertilizer Supply/Demand in Rabi 2019-20 (Oct-March) 

(000 tonnes)  

Province Urea DAP TSP/MAP SOP/MOP Total 

Opening Inventory 523 318 5 31 877 

Imported Supplies 0 180 0 0 180 

Domestic Production 2,826 353 0 5 3,184 

Total availability 3,349 851 5 36 4,241 

Off-take 2,956 1,392 30 32 4,410 

Estimated Inventory 393 -541 -25 4 -169 
Source: Federal Agriculture Committee 
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CROP CALENDAR 
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Crop Calendar for Punjab: 
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Crop Calendar for Sindh: 
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Crop Calendar for Khyber Pakhtunkhwa: 
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Crop Calendar for Balochistan: 
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AVERAGE MONTHLY PRICES OF ESSENTIAL FOOD ITEMS FOR THE MONTH OF JANUARY 2020 

Description Unit Islam- 

abad 

Rawal- 

pindi 

Lahore Faisal- 

abad 

Karachi Sukkur Larkana Pesha- 

war 

Bannu Quetta Average Prices                              

Jan 20           Dec 19         Jan 19 

%change Jan 20 over 

Dec 19           Jan 19 

Wheat Flour Bag 20 Kg 942.2 906.56 808.00 807.00 1197.67 1052.9 1030.32 1025.03 1099.8 1105.5
0 

944.44 906.46 788.33 4.19 19.80 

Rice Basmati Broken (Average) 1 Kg 101.5 92.86 74.71 90.00 90.99 63.16 94.91 86.53 54.85 109.92 81.57 81.84 76.13 -0.33 7.15 

Rice IRRI-6/9 (Sindh/Punjab) 1 Kg 73.19 74.01 56.66 63.16 65.61 54.77 45.50 61.30 60.00 81.98 61.48 61.38 54.92 0.16 11.94 

Bread plain (Small Size) Each 55.00 55.00 55.00 55.00 35.00 60.00 50.00 50.00 40.00 50.00 48.52 48.32 43.17 0.41 12.39 

Beef with Bone (Avg. quality) 1 Kg 501.8 485.25 450.00 421.91 534.33 400.00 424.51 397.38 400.00 419.92 430.61 428.70 392.90 0.45 9.60 

Mutton (Average Quality) 1 Kg 1034 1025.4 966.38 1000.0 968.73 800.00 874.76 860.53 706.60 889.96 890.01 887.77 806.60 0.25 10.34 

Chicken Farm Broiler (Live) 1 Kg 172.5 162.72 157.71 162.50 185.08 180.60 170.59 170.62 165.68 184.07 170.86 147.44 133.54 15.88 27.95 

Milk fresh (Un-boiled) 1 Ltr 109.0
5 

111.49 80.00 93.22 108.74 100.00 109.70 103.64 93.22 110.00 93.76 93.51 85.88 0.27 9.18 

Curd (Dahi) Loose 1 Kg 121.4 118.26 100.00 100.00 160.00 110.00 120.00 116.28 103.23 120.00 107.78 107.65 101.14 0.12 6.57 

Powdered Milk NIDO 390 gm 
Polyba 

Each 460.0 460.00 451.89 457.96 441.98 453.84 460.00 447.89 441.89 481.78 453.38 440.65 395.62 2.89 14.60 

Eggs Hen (Farm) 1 Dozen 130.4 125.52 125.76 130.54 131.79 131.78 126.71 129.93 131.63 138.93 128.22 121.34 115.95 5.67 10.58 

Mustard Oil (Average Quality) 1 Kg 254.9 259.17 202.34 212.53 199.41 191.90 249.87 242.07 195.27 219.85 214.14 204.39 187.36 4.77 14.29 

Cooking Oil DALDA or Other 
Similar B 

Each 1185 1185.00 1170.0 1214.2 1172.08 1170.0 1191.96 1194.92 1180.0 1172.9 1185.01 1166.39 1001.1 1.60 18.37 

Vegetable Ghee DALDA/HABIB 
2.5 kg 

Each 575 575.00 577.83 596.21 564.81 560.00 590.00 577.83 575.00 590.00 578.51 561.55 491.26 3.02 17.76 

Vegetable Ghee DALDA/HABIB 
or Ot 

Each 223.2 223.00 235.32 227.17 222.03 220.00 230.00 226.41 220.00 229.96 226.17 215.65 181.94 4.88 24.31 

Bananas (Kela) Local 1 Dozen 127.3 104.15 86.52 61.01 70.04 69.00 71.62 71.60 68.75 80.97 73.62 64.15 66.07 14.76 11.43 

Pulse Masoor (Washed) 1 Kg 156.7 139.10 138.50 164.59 139.68 131.18 138.83 132.22 140.00 159.79 145.85 136.91 119.15 6.53 22.41 

Pulse Moong (Washed) 1 Kg 240.6 233.31 200.51 235.17 241.28 241.26 225.02 215.52 235.86 255.74 229.68 197.02 124.10 16.58 85.08 

Pulse Mash (Washed) 1 Kg 235.0 230.26 228.31 249.29 216.22 206.46 181.97 224.95 228.49 269.88 224.58 207.20 151.24 8.39 48.49 

Pulse Gram 1 Kg 171.2 166.25 148.18 167.19 158.56 156.50 143.73 163.53 149.22 187.57 158.61 138.36 124.82 14.64 27.07 

Potatoes 1 Kg 60.99 53.67 45.52 47.31 41.72 39.29 38.44 42.78 50.61 43.65 45.04 46.11 22.10 -2.32 103.80 

Onions 1 Kg 78.08 68.64 54.47 57.04 54.82 49.13 49.03 70.22 54.64 72.77 59.50 72.73 27.07 -18.19 119.80 

Tomatoes 1 Kg 128.8 118.89 106.66 93.41 93.21 86.97 94.59 99.76 87.42 102.72 102.18 126.89 48.71 -19.47 109.77 

Sugar Refined 1 Kg 80.57 77.39 75.97 75.47 74.53 73.96 73.29 77.56 76.41 78.78 75.77 71.08 58.41 6.60 29.72 

Gur (Average Quality) 1 Kg 130.6 122.54 125.14 129.50 130.66 113.11 108.51 118.39 103.23 114.93 118.70 109.72 84.21 8.18 40.96 

Salt Powdered 
(NATIONAL/SHAN) 80 

Each 30.00 30.00 30.00 30.00 30.00 30.00 30.00 30.00 30.00 30.00 30.00 30.00 29.73 0.00 0.91 

Chilies Powder NATIONAL 200 
gm Pa 

Each 150.0 150.00 155.00 150.00 150.00 150.00 150.00 150.00 150.00 150.00 150.29 150.29 144.54 0.00 3.98 

Garlic (Lehsun) 1 Kg 317.8 312.51 299.58 275.75 328.29 284.75 241.93 295.71 311.60 373.61 294.00 284.22 163.72 3.44 79.57 

Source: http://www.pbs.gov.pk/

http://www.pbs.gov.pk/
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NEWS & TRENDS 

 A new high cane and sugar yielding sugarcane variety YT-55-Thatta developed by scientists 

of National Sugar and Tropical Horticulture Research Institute(NSTHRI), PARC, Thatta has 

been approved by Provincial Seed Council, Sindh for commercial cultivation in Sindh in its 

33rd meeting of the council held at Agriculture, Supply and Prices Department, Government 

of Sindh Karachi. The said variety was already approved by Variety Evaluation Committee 

(VEC), Islamabad in 2018, therefore, it can be cultivated all over Pakistan. The variety YT-

55-Thatta was tested at PARC-NSTHRI, Thatta then acclimatized and adopted to varying 

agro-climatic zones of Pakistan. The said variety has yield potential of 1500-1800 Mnds/acre 

and CCS 13%. The other attractive features are: rapid and excellent germination, fast growth 

habit in all growth stages, profused and uniform tillering ability, resistant to insect pests and 

diseases. It is the fourth addition by NSTHRI in the pool of commercially cultivated 

sugarcane varieties. 

 

 Pakistan Agricultural Research Council (PARC) and Livestock and Dairy Development 

Board (LDDB) has signed MoU to develop and implement joint research and for exchange 

of scientific and technical expertise in livestock and dairy development sector. A delegation 

from Livestock and Dairy Development Board (LDDB) visited PARC HQs for the purpose.  

 

 The United States Agency for International Development (USAID) hosted the first-ever 

‘Modernising Agriculture through Innovative Technologies Conference 2020’ in Islamabad . 

The event showcased the transformational impact of the US-Pakistan partnership to advance 

agricultural commercialization in Pakistan through strategic partnerships with 30 dynamic 

agricultural technologies businesses. The conference is part of USAID’s four -year Pakistan 

Agricultural Technology Transfer Activity (PATTA). This initiative enables the private 

sector to give Pakistani farmers access to innovative agricultural products and management 

practices, which improve productivity and enhance competitiveness.  

 

*********** 
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